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DEEP PROJECT STUDY VISIT HELD IN THE NETHERLANDS AND BELGIUM

The first study visit was carried out within the scope of the “Technical Assistance for Assessment

of Turkiye's Potential on Transition to Circular Economy” (DEEP) Project that prepares the

roadmap for Turkiye's transition to a circular economy; the first study visit was held in the

Netherlands and Belgium between 28 November and 2 December 2022 to exchange information

on ongoing activities and practices related to the circular economy in the context of resource and
waste management in EU countries.
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The visit started on 28 November 2022 in The Hague, Netherlands. On the first day of the visit, our delegation
met with representatives from the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management and the
Netherlands Enterprise Agency (RVO).



Also, circular economy policies and practices of the Netherlands were discussed. During
the site visit to Blue City in Rotterdam, good practices were examined and information
on circular production processes in the manufacturing sector was obtained.
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On the second day of the visit, our delegation met with Circularise, and its
software system, digital product passport, and digitalization in the supply
chain were examined and discussed.

Then, during the visit to the Netherlands Institute for Applied Scientific

Research (TNO), which is also a circular economy center located in Delft, the

structure of the institution, its working principles, and the recycling of

construction waste and the use of recycled materials in new buildings were
discussed.

Afterward, in the meeting with the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management and the Dutch Environment and Water

Association (ENVAQUA), circular waste management and green public procurement were discussed.
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The visit continued with Brussels, the capital of Belgium. On the third day

of the visit, our delegation met with DG ENV, DG GROW, and DG NEAR.

Waste Shipment Regulation, plastic recycling, ship recycling, textile

recycling, European Industrial Strategy, and TAIEX tool procedures were
discussed at the meeting.

DAY 3

Then, the delegation visited Ambassador Mr. Mehmet Kemal Bozay,

Permanent Representative of the Republic of Turkiye to the European

Union. They exchanged information on the European Green Deal, the
EU Circular Economy Action Plan, and the study visit.




In the last meeting of the day, Zero Waste Europe (ZWE) and European Environment Bureau
representatives came together to discuss zero-waste cities, certification criteria, good practice examples,
and the latest developments within the EU CEAP framework.
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On the 4th day of the study visit, the first meeting was held at the premises of DEEP Project consortium partner Holland Circular Hotspot

(HCH), and information was obtained on the legal structures, operational processes, circular design, and business opportunities of HCH,

European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform (ECESP), Het Groene Brein and CIRCO. The basic principles of transition to a circular
economy were presented by the former Dutch Minister of Environment Prof. Jacgueline Cramer at the meeting.




DAY 4

Circular economy investments of the private sector,
cooperation models between the public and private
sectors, and joint networking opportunities were discussed
with representatives of the Amsterdam Economic Board
(AEB) and the Port of Amsterdam, one of the leading
institutions in the transition of the Netherlands to the
circular economy.
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On the 5th and the last day of their visit, our delegation received

information about 100% circular raw material investment and

operating procedures, the Regional Circular Textile Centre, and the

EU strategy for Sustainable and Circular Textiles from the

managers of Textiles2Textiles (T2T), Brightfiber Textile, Ereks
Garment, and PVH Corp.



DAY S

Later, in the second visit of the day legal basis and financial resources, circular economy financing, metrics, data, business design, and
public & private sector relations were presented by the representatives of the Circle Economy. The delegation also visited the Circl pavilion,
a circular building in Amsterdam, and discuss the circular principles on which it was built and operated.



"The transition to a circular economy is an economic and organizational issue, and since it is a system
change, all parties need each other, no one can do it alone.”

"There can be a lot of creative thinking about how a product can be reused, and these creative
thoughts create new business models."

"Business models aimed at creating long-term competitiveness motivate companies to innovate in a
circular way."

"There is a need for the right people to work in a hub and a solid structure is needed For issues such as
the financing and organization of the hub."

“Currently, the circular economy is in its pre-competitive phase. When establishing a circular economy

center in a country, the characteristics of the country, its priorities, and how a difference can be
made in the country should be considered.”
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"It is necessary to make a continuous effort to eliminate waste gradually, and not by burning or
discarding waste, but by creating and implementing systems that do not create waste in the First
place."

"With the door-to-door collection system, the quality of the recovered waste can be increased and the
residual fraction of the waste can be significantly reduced, thereby reducing disposal costs."

Regulations made or planned to be made within the framework of the circular economy, especially the
Digital Product Passport and Sustainable Product Initiative regulations, increase the need for
traceability in the supply chain."

"Digital product passports should be meaningful, comparable, verifiable, easy to understand and
support sustainability insights."

"The wise use of raw materials, products will result in much less emissions, thus the circular economy
and the use of raw materials are closely linked to emissions and climate change."
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"Behavior and thinking about the way products are used as producers, sellers, consumers and even the government
must be changed."

“The circular economy is not just about waste management; it is also about climate, economy, product and material
use, and business models. It is a holistic value chain approach. It is an organizational, economic, and environmental
system change, it is impossible to be realised by one single institution.”

"Standardized criteria for separate collection and regulations for the use of recycled plastic are not expected in the
short term. It will be on the agenda with the update of the Waste Framework Directive in the next 2 years."

“The Commission will provide frameworks for specific issues (regulations and tools) related to the Product Passport.
However, on the other hand, it is expected that there will be issues on which the industry itself will agree.”

“Only 5% of manufacturing firms are circular. 99% of the products produced turn into waste, and 80%
of environmental impacts are caused by design. Therefore, circular production is a crucial issue.”
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