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Belgian Circular Economy governance

• Federal: 
– Competence of FPS Economy + FPS Health (but others involved!)

– Federal Institute for Sustainable Development

– Federal Council for Sustainable Development

• Regions:
Hub.Brussels Vlaanderen Circulair Circular Wallonia

• Interministerial Conference for Environment 

• Coordination Committee for International Environment Policies

• Intra-BE Platform for CE

2



3

Circular Economy policies in Belgium
 Federal: 

 2014: Towards a Belgium, pioneer of the circular economy

 2016: Federal Roadmap "Together let's turn the economy by developing the 
circular economy in Belgium"

 2021: Federal Circular Economy Action Plan 2021-2024

 2022: Belgium Builds Back Circular



https://www.health.belgium.be/sites/default/files/uploads/fields/fpshealth_theme_file/econ-circ-fr-light.pdf

Some example measures:

• Recycled content

• Incentives in GPP

• Planned obsolescence

• reparability criteria

• Information to consumer

• principles of green chemistry

• decontamination techniques

• substitution of chemicals of concern

• setting up a knowledge centre in 
sustainable economics
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https://www.health.belgium.be/sites/default/files/uploads/fields/fpshealth_theme_file/econ-circ-fr-light.pdf
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Federal circular economy action plan 2021-2024

• Goal: Make the transition towards a CE
Help SME’s
Promote circular products and services
Encourage circularity in production
 Support the consumer and procuring services
Provide the necessary incentives and tools
 Support the employees
Evaluate the progress

• Governance (inter-federal and intra-BE)
• Belgium Builds Back Circular
• 25 measures ranging FPS Health, Economy, Work, Finance, Policy&Support

(6 additional mesaures in oct 2022: + FPS Mobility)
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1) A subsidy program for pilot projects on ecodesign of products and replacement of toxic chemicals 
by non toxic alternatives

2) Introduction of an obligation to provide a repair score for several household appliances, based on 
availability of repair manuals, spare parts, price of spare parts, easiness to dismantle

3) Introduction of an obligation to provide information on how long software-updates will be 
provided for smartphones and laptops

4) Introduction of a ban on specific single use products and packaging that can easily be avoided or 
replaced by re-useable alternatives

5) Introduction of a certification scheme for recycled content

6) Explore the necessity of a new legal framework for product as a service or other circular production 
of consumption models 

7) Communication campaign on the life cycle cost of products

8) Place the burden of proof on producers when respecting a minimum warranty period

9) Screening of public procurement schemes on circularity

10) Investigate fiscal measures to support circular economy
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BBBC objectives and target audience
(Belgium Builds Back Circular)

 Goals:
 Guide SME’s towards CE innovation

 Support for projects (€25 million budget) for the period 2022-2026

 Minimum two calls for projects (June 2022 and early 2023)

 Ecodesign to increase the circularity of products and services

 Substitution of chemical substances

 Target audience
 Companies (mainly SME’s)

 Research centers

 Consortia of enterprises/research centers/investors/other stakeholders (e.g NGO’s)

Funding: Next Generation EU (Recovery funds) + federal funds



BBBC FİRST CALL: FOUR AREAS

e-bike

Extend bike/ battery 
life
Repairability
Reuse components
Standardisation of 
spare parts

Product as a Service

Health care

Design of new 
applications or 
redesign of existing 
applications of 
medical goods 
and/or services

Wind power

Repair, renovation, 
remanufacturing

Ecodesign for new 
wind farm

Circularity when 
repowering of existing 
wind farm

Biomimicry

Design and 
production of 
"circular" 
products/services 
based on solutions 
inspired by nature
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https://vlaanderen-circulair.be
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This project is co-funded by the European 

Union and the Republic of Turkey
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Thanks for your attention.
Türkiye Döngüsel Ekonomi

@turkiyedonguselekonomi

@trdonguseleko

Türkiye Döngüsel Ekonomi

Türkiye Döngüsel Ekonomi

dongusel.csb.gov.tr

IPACevre

@ipacevre

IPA Çevre

@ipa.cevre

IPA Çevre/Environment TÜRKİYE



Additional auxiliary slides if needed
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Examplary measures

Repairability index and information about software compatibility 

• Law/Royal Decrees  beginning of 2023

• Score on 10 to be shown with product

• 5 product categories

• 5 criteria:

– Documentation

– Ease of disassembly, materials, adhesives

– Availability of spare parts

– Price of spare parts

– Product specific criteria

• Future: longevity; forbid low scores on the market
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Ban on single use plastics

and promotion of reusable 

alternatives

• Royal Decree of 9 December 2021 on single-use products and 
the promotion of reusable products (prohibits single-use plastic articles like straws, cups,…). 

• A study on the impact of the SUP Directive on the sectors 
concerned in Belgium 
(as soon as a container is used >5x, it always has a lower footprint)

• Based on the results of the study, we will publish a 2nd SUP 
Royal Decree to push reusables and prohibit other types of 
single-use plastic products (ex. food containers)
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A legal framework for (new) circular services 

A methodological guide for Products as a Service (PaaS)

• Analysis of the environmental impact (positive or 
negative) of new services

• Implement measures to improve their impact

• Create a “simple” methodological guide for PaaS 
(including chemical leasing)

Co-funded project CAMBIUM: CirculAr Material flows in BelgIUM

• develop a holistic framework and assessment on material flows and footprints

• identify the critical materials and resources for the Belgian economy


