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PROJECT FOR CLEANING THE SEAS FROM ABANDONED FISHING GEARS





• Every year, 11 million tonnes of  plastic is released into the 

oceans,

• One of  the most harmful is the ghost gear. 

• At least 10% of  marine litter is ghost gear. 

• In the late 1970s, evidence of  ghost fishing

began to emerge,

• Studies on the subject have increased a lot in recent years.

Marine litter, ghost gear
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M

Ghost Gear
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CAUSES OF  
GETTING LOST 

Competition between fishermen or personal problems 

Conflicting of fishing activities

Various equipment failures

Seabirds and large creatures

Working in deep waters

Bottom obstructions & Ship navigation 
status

Seine and illegal trawling & Weather conditions 



• 66% of  marine mammals, 

• 50% of  seabirds

• It affects all sea turtle species and fishes 

• More than 90% of  the fish species caught have 

commercial value.

In short, in all species groups, marine litter is the deadliest.

Ghost gear
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According to researches; It is estimated 

that

• 5.7% of  all fishing nets,  

• 8.6% of  baskets and pinners, 

• 29% of  fishing lines used worldwide are 

abandoned, lost or discarded into the 

environment.

Lost fishing gear
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Fishing gear

Extension gear

Basket and Pinter

Fish collecting 
equipments

Fishing Rod and 
Longline

Bottom trawl

Mid water trawl

Seine gear

Fishing gear
RL: Risk of being lost
NI: Negative impact
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Plastic baskets up to 10-30 years

Extension gear up to 7 years
Those with a metal frame up to 15 years

Wooden traps can be used for up 
to 2 years

Fishing life of  ghost gear



• Removal of  ghost gear,

• Labeling of  gear

• Training, 

• Prevention (restriction of  the use of  high-risk equipment at certain times 

of  the year or in certain areas

• Using biodegradable materials

Precautions against ghost gear
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https://www.ghostgear.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/projects/stopping-ghost-gear
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/plastics-in-the-
ocean/global-ghost-gear-initiative/

https://www.ghostgear.org/
https://www.worldwildlife.org/projects/stopping-ghost-gear
https://oceanconservancy.org/trash-free-seas/plastics-in-the-ocean/global-ghost-gear-initiative/


Areas of  Precautions Taken 
for Ghost Gear in the World
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Ghost Gear project

• The project was launched in 2014 mainly in the seas 

• as of  2020, it also covered streams, lakes, ponds and dams



Project for Cleaning the Seas from Abandoned Fishing Gears
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Areas where the Ghost Gear Project 
has been implemented so far 
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Ghost gear

Approximately 1.050.000 m2 of ghost gear was removed.



Gear labelled
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Gear labelled
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• 52,000 baskets, pinter was removed.

Ghost fishing equipment 

(Pinter) 
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• Nearly 3.5million lives have been saved 
so far. 

We contribute to the protection of the environment 
and biodiversity. 



Marine Litter
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Every year thousands of kg of plastic and its derivatives

are removed from our seas.



Coastal
cleaning
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Reduction of Plastic Use



Fishing crates

Single-use crates Planned multi-use crates



Recycling
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Awareness: Trainings, meetings
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2023: 11 provinces

2024: 20 provinces



Awareness: Documents, News
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Recycling
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THANK YOU

https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/BSGM

https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/BSGM/Link/36/Agim-Kayboldu

General Directorate of  Fisheries and Aquaculture

https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/BSGM/Link/36/Agim-Kayboldu
https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/BSGM/Link/36/Agim-Kayboldu
https://www.tarimorman.gov.tr/BSGM

