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Commission guidelines on single-use plastic products in accordance with Directive (EU) 2019/904 of the

European Parliament and of the Council on the reduction of the impact of certain plastic products on the

environment

• The Guidelines, published on June 7, 2021, provide guidance on the clarification and

implementation of the product scope of plastics regulated under the SUP Directive.

• The Guidelines provide a description, by means of specific product criteria, of the different items

that are caught under the Directive, including food containers, packets and wrappers, and beverage

containers.

• The Directive applies to all single-use plastic products listed in its Annex, as well as to all

products made from oxo- degradable plastics, and to fishing gear containing plastic.

• The Guidelines do not cover in detail fishing gear and products made from oxo-degradable

plastic.

• The terms "plastic", "polymer", "natural polymers", "chemically modified" and "single-use

plastic product" are defined in the Guidelines.
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Food containers 

• Food containers, i.e. receptacles such as 

boxes, with or without a cover.

• Criterion:

1) intended for immediate consumption, either 

on-the-spot or take-away 

2) typically consumed from the receptacle

3) ready to be consumed without any further 

preparation, such as cooking, boiling or 

heating 
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Packet and wrappers 

• Packets and wrappers made from flexible 

material containing food that is intended 

for immediate consumption from the 

packet or wrapper without any further 

preparation.

•

• Criterion:

1) made from flexible material

2) containing food intended for immediate 

consumption from the packet or wrapper 

without any further preparation
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Cutlery, plates, straws and stirrers 

• Cutlery, plates, straws, and stirrers are 

addressed in Article 5 of the Directive but 

are not defined in the Directive. 

 Disposable catering supplies (39222100-5) 

 Disposable cutlery and plates (39222110-8)

• Cutlery, plates, straws and stirrers that are 

made entirely of natural polymers, which 

have not been chemically modified, fall 

outside the scope of the Directive.

•
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Beverage containers, beverage bottles and 

cups for beverages

• Beverage containers with a capacity of up to three

litres, i.e. receptacles used to contain liquid, such as

beverage bottles including their caps and lids and

composite beverage packaging including their caps

and lids.

• Beverage bottles with a capacity of up to three

litres, including their caps and lids.

• Covers and lids are also to are included in this

product category.

•
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Caps, covers and lids 

• Caps:

 prevent the contained liquid from leaking

 allow for safe transportation

• Lids:

 plastic or composite material that includes plastic films

 sealed onto beverage containers, beverage bottles and cups for

beverages.

 peeled or torn-off

 cannot be placed back on the product

• Covers:

 protect the liquid contained but generally do not provide a complete

seal

 can be re-placed on the product after having been removed
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Differentiation between certain (related) product categories

 The consumption mode of the product contained and the

consistency of the product contained in a receptacle plays

a decisive role in the distinction between food containers

and beverage containers, beverage bottles and cups for

beverages.

 The unit in which the quantity of the food or beverage

product is expressed. In general, beverages are

expressed in volume.

 The design characteristics of the container may be specific

to the content.



10

Differentiation between certain (related) product categories

 The intended use of single-use plastic cups for beverages and whether

they are intended for food or beverages is typically known by the initial

distributor or the filler of the cups.

 If at the time of placing on the market it is unclear whether a product is

a beverage cup or a food container, as it can be the case for certain

containers sold in retail and wholesale stores, the manufacturer must

comply with the requirements of the Directive for both types of products.
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Key elements to distinguish between beverage containers, beverage bottles and cups for beverages



12

Key elements to distinguish food containers from packets and wrappers
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Key elements to distinguish plates from food containers
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Lightweight plastic carrier bags

• Lightweight plastic carrier bags mean plastic carrier

bags with a wall thickness below 50 microns.

• Very lightweight plastic carrier bags mean plastic

carrier bags with a wall thickness below 15 microns.

• Product design characteristic:

1) wall thickness below 50 microns

2) not purposely designed, conceived and placed

on the market to be re-used

• The Directive covers all lightweight plastic carrier

bags.

•



15

Cotton bud sticks 

• A cotton bud stick typically refers to a short stick with a

small amount (or wad) of cotton at one or both of its ends,

often used for personal hygiene, especially for the

cleaning of ears or the application of make-up.

 Cotton buds 33711410-4

• The Directive does not provide for a product definition for

cotton bud sticks.

• Product design characteristic:

1) thickness of the stick

2) non-cleanable buds

• Cotton bud sticks as medical devices are excluded from

the scope of the Directive.
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Balloons and balloon sticks 

• Balloons, except balloons for industrial or other

professional uses and applications that are not distributed

to consumers.
 Toy balloons and balls (37525000-4)

• Sticks to be attached to and to support balloons, except

balloons for industrial or other professional uses and

applications that are not distributed to consumers,

including the mechanisms of such sticks.

•

• Product design characteristic:

1) seals, valves and closure mechanisms

2) refillable
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Sanitary towels (pads), tampons, and tampon applicators

• The Directive does not provide for definitions for sanitary

towels (pads), tampons and tampon applicators in the

scope of the Directive.

• Generic characteristics:

1) intended to be disposed of after single use

2) composed of multiple material layers

• Product design characteristic:

1) not washable or reusable multiple times
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Wet wipes

• Wet wipes, i.e. pre-wetted personal care and domestic

wipes. Industrial wet wipes are excluded.

• Personal care

• Baby wipes, cleansing wipes for skin (including hands and body),

disinfection wipes for hands, including if provided to consumers in

aircrafts, airports, trains or other venues, facial/cosmetic wipes (e.g.

facial masks or ‘sheet masks’, face cleaning/make-up removal wipes),

intimate care wipes, toilet tissue wipe

• Domestic use wet wipes

• Household cleaning wipes used to remove stains and clean surfaces

such as floors, bathrooms, kitchens, furniture, windows, TV and

computer screens, etc., disinfection wipes intended for domestic use,

including if provided to consumers in aircrafts, airports, trains or other

venues, spectacle (eye glasses) cleaning wipes, car wipes intended

for domestic use, pet wipes intended for domestic use
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Tobacco products with filters, filters marketed for use in combination with tobacco products

• Tobacco products with filters and filters marketed for use in

combination with tobacco products.

• Product specific criteria:

1) The product is a tobacco product, and the product contains a

filter: e.g., a cigarette or cigar

2) A Product is a separate filter for use with tobacco products:

e.g. a filter tip or mini filter
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