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TURNING THE GROWING BATTERY MARKET CIRCULAR 

• Making sure batteries placed on the market will act as cost effective 
reservoir of critical materials for the future generations of batteries 
and mitigating the environmental harms linked to material extraction

• Bridging the climate, transport and circular economy communities 
around a holistic vision for decarbonization EU economy.

• Creating business opportunities around batteries life extension, reuse 
and recovery in Europe

• Substitution of most toxic technologies by clean alternatives 
enhancing further the circularity of battery market
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Wider context 
• Batteries Strategic Action Plan - 2018

• Revision of the EU Batteries Directive (2006/66/EC) 
à Publication of Staff Working Document – April 

2019

• Batteries NOT INCLUDED in the Ecodesign Working plan 
2016-2018
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Scope 
Ecodesign ? à Framework 
Directive excludes means of 
transport

Study focuses on: Rechargeable 
electrochemical batteries with 
internal storage
= industrial batteries i.e. any 
battery designed for exclusively 
industrial or professional uses or 
used in any type of electric vehicle. Battery pack of a Tesla model 3

https://www.freightwaves.com/news/2018/1/26/tesla-engineers-warn-model-3-batteries-could-catch-fire
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Policy framework 
• Batteries Directive from 2006 is outdated.

- Collection targets
- Recycling targets
- Substances
- Responsibilities (EPR)

• ELV Directive from 2000 does not consider e-vehicles

Minimum sustainability requirements 
? 
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Policy options
Considering the ethical sourcing of raw materials, and carbon 
footprint of the battery production process.

Minimum warranty on battery packs 

Mandatory information requirements (on battery content and 
state of health

Minimum battery pack design requirements to support 
reusability/ recyclability / recoverability? 
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Timeline
European Commission ordered an additional study on sourcing of raw 
materials and measures to limit the carbon footprint of production 
processes. 
à 3rd stakeholder meeting before end of 2019

Concrete regulatory actions to be taken 
by new European Commission taking 

office 31st October 2019
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What have we done ? 
• Attended 2 stakeholders meetings (December 2018 and May 2019)

• Provided written comments on the preparatory study.

• Co-signed (with Transport & Environment) a letter to VP Sefcovic and 
Commissioner Bienkowska (March 2019)

• Co-signed a position paper on our 
views on the regulatory framework for 
batteries (May 2019)
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https://eeb.org/library/enhancing-the-sustainability-
of-batteries-ngo-position-paper/ 13
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This publication was produced with the financial support of the European 
Union. Its contents are the sole responsibility of the consortium led by DAI 
Global Austria GmbH & Co KG, and do not necessarily reflect the views of 

the European Union.
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